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The Music Department 
of 
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY 
presents 
HANDEL'S MESSIAH 
James L. Roderick, Conductor 
Eight-fifteen o'clock, December 8th 
Two-thirty o'clock, Sunday, December 10th 
Nineteen Hundred and Sixty-Seven 
Capen Auditorium 
MESSIAH An Oratorio by George Frederick Handel 
George Frederic Handel (born 1685 in Halle, Germany; died 
in London, England) composed the eleventh of his 23 ora-
s, Messiah, in three weeks. The Christmas portion pre-
,d at this performance, which deals with the prophecy and 
zation of God's Plan to redeem mankind by the coming of · 
J\e ssiah, was marked as complete on August 28, 1741, only 
Jays after work was begun on the oratorio. The first per-
ance took place on Apri l 13, 1742, at Neal's new Music Hall 
_;blin, Ireland, as a benefit for three local charities . The 
entirely uncut presentation of the work in the United States 
1ot take place until November 18, 1831, at St . Paul's Chapel 
2w York City . 
Handel's Messiah is undoubtedly the best known of all the 
t chor al works of our culture. Likewise, it has been one of 
nost adapted works in terms of relating to the aesthetic tastes 
fferent eras. There are over fifty different versions of the 
in existence, and Handel himself revised it many times. The 
cal forces employed throughout the centuries have varied from 
'igal groups with piano to huge choirs of hundreds of singers 
expanded symphony orchestras. Tonight's presentation, with 
·elatively small chorus and orchestra with harpsichord, (an in-
nent used extensively during Handel's lifetime) is an attempt 
Jplicate, as much as possible, the type and size of the musical 
ps Handel himself might have used. 
rtu re 
fort Ye My People 
'Y Valley Shall Be Exalted 
The G lory of the Lord 
; Saith the Lord 
Nho May Abide the Day of His Coming 
He Shall Purify 
)ld, A Virgin Shall Conceive 
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Th.e People That Walked In Darkness 
For Unto Us A Child Is Born 
The re Were Shepherds Abiding in the Field 
And Lo! The Angel of the Lord Came Upon Them 
And The Angel Said Unto Them 
A nd Suddenly There Was With The Angel 
G lo ry to God 
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The n Shall The Eyes Of The Bl ind Be Opened 
He Shall Feed His Flock Like A Shepherd 
Come Unto Him 
His Yoke Is Easy 
Hallelujah! 
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